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manufacture for himself sufficient cloth cheaper than mills if he did
not count the value of his labour. And he did not need to do so
as he would spin or even weave during his spare hours. It is
remarkable how false or incomplete analogies deceive people. In
the case in point, the difference between mills and railways on the
one hand and wheels and country-carts on the other, is so obvious
that the comparison should never have been made. But probably
the friend thought I was against all machinery in every concei-
vable circumstance. Probably he had in mind my objections to
railways stated in my Indian Home Rule though I have repeatedly
said that I am not working out the different fundamental prob-
lems raised in that booklet.

WASTE OF EFFORT?

Another argument advanced was that the spinning-wheel was
a waste of effort. It was an astounding argument advanced with-
out any thought given to it. I showed that anything done with a
purpose could not be regarded as waste of effort. The spinning-
wheel was presented to the nation for giving occupation to the
millions who had, at least, for four months in the year, nothing
to do. I told the objector, too, that seeing that the wheel pro-
duced at least 100 yards of yarn per every half hour it could not
be regarded as waste of effort. Moreover, it not only was not a
waste of effort, but a sound economic proposition. For, what was
required for the millions was a universal productive occupation
which could be taken up during odd moments and which did not
require any special talent or long course of training to learn. Such
an occupation was only hand-spinning and no other.

RISE AND FALL

The District of Noakhali is a promising centre of khaddar
work. It had evidently much work to its credit when the
khaddar movement first started. The following report of its rise
and fall, handed to me at Noakhali, cannot fail to be of general
interest:1

The moral is obvious. Workers must not lose heart. They
must continue their work in the face of all odds even as a re-
sourceful merchant does. Till khaddar becomes current coin,
we must become voluntary merchants, not for personal but for

1 The report, not reproduced here, concerned the cotton-growing district
of NoakhaH, with its 55,000 weavers, and in referring to the fall in khadi con-
sumption and consequent fall in output, stressed the potentialities of production,
given necessary organization, funds and workers.